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THE WHITE DEED

TAX-PAYING has never been a popular pas-
time, even in our own highly developed
state of society. In fact, I think that the Chinese
have always paid their taxes with less grumbling
than we; for Chinese tax-paying is a family af-
fair, of which the final accomplishment means a
new lease of domestic life in its struggle for sur-
vival. There are limits even to Chinese forbear-
ance; among these limits is the affliction of tax-
paying on the " white deed."

In the Sun family this "white deed" episode
finds its origin in the original acquisition of land
on the part of the Blue Valley settlers of the Sun
family. These settlers had acquired several thou-
sand mow of land (a mow is one-seventh of an
acre) and, as time ran along, had sold off a parcel
from these holdings as occasion offered or neces-
sity demanded. These sales are always made in
accordance with the Chinese custom of a " white
deed" transaction; the expense of having a deed
6'made red" by affixing the official stamps in-
volved such an extortionate expense that the
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